Why New York Needed a Canal

In this inquirybasedsociatstudiesmeetsscience lessorstudents willexplore the realities of
commerce and industry in the early 1800s and discover the ways in which the Erie Canal
provided a solution to problems people faced, such as transporting goods and people, enabling
New York City to grow and compete economicalhhwaither big cities in the North, and

connecting people in the eastern and western parts of the country. Students will look at
primary source documents that include maps, transportation models, representations of the
industrial revolution, and depictions pbpulation growth.

Lesson DurationDAY ONEO minutes; DAY TW@0 minutes TOTAL1 hour 40 minutes
Enduring Understanding®eople innovate to solve problems and meet their needs
Conceptsinnovation, transportation, industrialization

New York Sate Social Studies Standards Addressed:

4.1b New York State can be represented using a political map that shows cities, capitals, and
boundaries.

4.6a After the Revolution, New Yorkers began to move and settle farther west using roads,
many of which had beguas Native American trails.

4.6b Inorder to connect the Great Lakes with the Atlantic Ocean, the Erie Canal was built.
Existing towns expanded and new towns grew along the canal. New York City became the
busiest port in the country.

4.6¢ Improved technology, such as the steam engine aadelegraph, made transportation
and communication faster and easier. Later developments in transportation and
communication technology had an effect on communities, the state, and the world.

4.6d Farming, mining, lumbering, and finance are important ento@ctivities associated with
New York State.

4.6f Between 1865 and 1915, rapid industrialization occurred in New York State. Over time,
industries and manufacturing continued to grow.

New York Sate Social Studies Practices Addressed:
A. Gathering, Intepreting, and Using Evidence

2. Recognize, use, and analyze different forms of evidence used to make meaning in social
studies (including sources such as art and photographs, artifacts, oral histories, maps, and
graphs).

6. Create an understanding of thagt by using primary and secondary sources.
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Why New York Needed a Canal

C. Comparison and Contextualization
4. Recognize the relationship between geography, economics, and history in social studies.

5. Describe historical developments in New York State with specific detilding time and
place.

D. Geographic Reasoning

1. Use location terms and geographic representations (maps and models) to describe where
places are in relation to each other, to describe connections between places, and to evaluate
the benefits of particular places for purposeful activities.

2. Distingush human activities and humavit RS FSI G dzZNBa FTNBY aSYyJANRY Y
or physical features land, air, and water that are not directly made by humans).

3. Identify how environments affect human activities and how human activities affect physical
environments.

5. Describe how human activities alter places and regions.
Teacher Questions:

1. What was it likeo do business in New York State in the early 1800s

Where did people live and work in New York State?

What was the Industrial Revolution?

Why werepeople looking for a new mode of transportation?

What did the Erie Canal do for the people in New York State?

How did the creation of the Erie Canal impact the people outside of New York State?

ook wN

Materials List;

1. Primary source documents representing earlyht8entury commerce and industry
(provided)

2. Why NY Needed a Canal Recording Sheet, a graphic organizer for student notes with
spaces to answer questions and cite sources (provided)

3. Why NY Needed a Canal Recording Sheet shared as a class doeitineerdn poster
paper or projected in electronic form

4. Chart paper or electronic notetaking space for whgteup discussion/brainstorm

Why NY Needed a Canal Probi&wmlution FChart, either posted on chart paper or in

electronic form (provided)

o
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Procedue:

Why New York Needed a Canal

Teacher Questions

Procedure

Materials

. What was it like to
do business in New
York State in the
early 1800s?

. Where did people
live and work in
New York State?

. What was the
Industrial
Revolution?

. Why were people
looking for a new
mode of
transportation?

DAY ONEBO minutes

5 minutes: Challenge students to be
detectives today. They will participate in
a Wander and Wondeactivity (see
below)to gain as much knowledge as
they can about what business (commer
and industry) was like in theaely 1800s.
They will search the sources available t
determine:

1 What did people do to buy, sell,
trade, and meet their needs?
Where did people live and work?
What were existing methods of
transportation?

1 What was the Industrial

Revolution?

1 Why werepeople looking for a
new method of transportation?

1
1

40 minutes:Students will have 40
minutes towander around the room,
where the teacher has laid out the
primary source documents. Studergst
as detectives and explore, observe, ma
inferences, and reflect on what they
discover in the documentSudentsare
to use evidencdrom the primary sources
to answer the questions posed and
record(cite) their sourceon the Why NY
Needed a Canal Recording Sheet

Primary source documents
representing early 1i@-
century commerce and
industry (provided)

Why NY Needed a Canal
Recording Sheet, a graphic
organzer for student notes
with spaces to answer
guestions and cite sources
(provided)

. What was it like to
do business in New
York State in the
early 1800s?

. Where did people
live and work in
New York State?

15 minutes: After the 48minute work
period, the class will come back togethe
for 15 minutes to share their findings.
This can occur on Day One or Day Two
the lesson, depending on teacher
preference.

Why NY Needed a Canal
Recording Sheet, shared as
class documet either on
poster paper or projected in
electronic form

CANALWAY
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Why New York Needed a Canal

3. What was the
Industrial
Revolution?

4. Why werepeople
looking for a new
mode of
transportation?

5. What did the Erie | DAY TWO: 4finutes Chart paper or electronic
Canal do for the 5 minutes Students will now beeady to notetaking space for whote
people in New York| discuss the problems that people in the groupdiscussion/brainstorm
State? early 1800s faced and brainstorm ideas Primary source documents

6. How did the creatior| for solving those problems, focusing on from Day One
of the Erie Canal transportation. Teacher should include ProblemSolution FChart,
impact the people | ALL brainstormed ideas, and not yet rul either posted on chart paper
outside of New York any out. or in electronic form

" )
State” 10 minutes:The class then determines (provided)
what ideas would not have been possib
because the technology did not yet exis
This information should be based on the
primary sources they used on Day One
15 minutes:Once students narrow the
ideas down to identify a canak a good
solution, the class will have a group
discussion about all the problems a can
solves. This can take the form of &hart
GAUK at NeofSYéE A3
G{2tdziaAz2yé¢ tAailiSR
example provided). This can be done or
chart pager or electronically.
10 minutes:Final questions for the wholé
class to discuss. (This could be done
through a Think, Pair, Share thinking
routine: https://pz.harvard.edu/resources/
think-pair-share)
1 What did the Erie Canal do for th¢
people in New York State?
1 How did the creation of the Erie
Canal impact the people outside
New York State?
4
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https://pz.harvard.edu/resources/think-pair-share
https://pz.harvard.edu/resources/think-pair-share

&— 5
Why New York Needed a Canal pmm———
Name (s) Date

Why NY Needed a Canal Recording Sheet

Question Answer Evidence Primary
Source
Used
1. What did
people do to

buy, sell, trade,
and meet their
needs?

2. Where did
people live and
work?

3. What were
existing
methods of
transportation?

4. What was the
Industrial
Revolution?

5. Why were
people looking
for a new
method of
transportation?
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Why New York Needed a Canal

Name (s) Date

Why NY Needed a Canal
Problem -Solution T-Chart

PROBLEM SOLUTION
Problem People Faced BEFORE the How the Erie Canal Solved the
Erie Canal Problem
6
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CANALWAY y the Erie Canalway National Heritage Corridor. %}6?%%555{ RochesterVoices. org /1 N sgg{:gsfle t:rary




_ﬂ_ﬂ

(18

PIDLY JRALLIULIL L1Y] SD $I5L8) 2] pov $ILLIIDIDY
JUILIND 39 SUDILLS SLIALY S QYT PAOVIIL LL2Y] S@ L2024 "
22UDLLOGL 2yt YLt $10150.07 Y] L0 lagtinng) INGY Iyl BARIGIYET
X SELy o = -~ —_— { s

=) o e e .
e A AN TSN § (q/

HHNOT

R

——T

B —_ o N
4800 THX J0 TTJ¢
L ((——— SAINOLINNAL AL WO

iy 719
SWY.y

P24V it :Qh. \!&.\Q\\.\.\g

SpVL Y uBIpUy
CPUNYY 2 DINLIULY

By wnipry

Lewis Henry MorgarMap of HeDe-No-SauNeeGa, or the Territories of the People of tt

with detail of Explanation overlaid at top left corner.

Long House in 17Jfap], 1851

https://www.loc.gov/item/2019585091/
Courtesy of the Library @ongress Geography and Map Division.



"UOISIAIQ ADO[eaUa9) %9 AIOISIH [2207 AleigiT 21jgnd J81Sayd0y 8yl JO AS81IN0)

gels|rerads|re1aq||NJ=maIN0=XapuIuaINI®TTZ8E/ 9T T T=PI80IN0SaI932IN0S3I=U0NI3S¢,/B10 gamArelql snidboeres;/:sdny

paddop TegT ‘[demeue) 1addn Jo ued yum 3I0A MBN JO a1e1S ayl Jo deypd % sieas ‘Jauus-

~w | oﬁ of o OF or oL o |
3 g Wty & ! aaBa v 0y 09 sapy ordeaBoan _
.\u...m.ﬂ: e v H A oy ol 09  of o of or ot o |
: : MRaq v 01 69 SN SRy
E 2 . o .
.ﬁ.\“\wﬁ o] b H _ Arneung, . | .
g qs i , dfcﬁv .
A e i k.22 SERSTE) SUSSSSERR b -
L) & ¥ ) e
® S ddog a | e
D ¥ @
a UMEBA, & b Ao g 74
b nshh !
ke - L:~.. 5 e ° el N
g Wg u, R u@-\ i & LR
J s/ R symonsma ,
L J v,
B PR ° i - s . - |
iy S 7 el S RN
AR I
o : = 3 \V i Gogpg A AL
i oA - A #n\ | Bmgsmosioy
v \rv _ / / o . 7 :MEE&
4 bd )
UTRLOMNUM v “ SRONUOKY ———
A S oo (-,
; ¥ Eﬁ 3 2 9 b5 B ~.\ o
-”. ' o LY & .,..a mx S * ded cs Biong - g a
oo o L TS N Y e ORI i
sl YoouP oy - o oy, be !s: N\psodop /N ey u?f g o 1
) o i) Q7 00 e g1 X\l b .
1 N. ot 3 A wsiIPE, @EV W Bk i 7] o
. Tl < 5 UM IS, -VNI...-\
e ¢ , N4 (Rl b
! oY ' > - g 2 MN bﬂ».: }WT iy \A @ o
ey ..« b 22y w0, wipy .. ! ok oy K y. \
& o Ve s uf] ol A A Lot { st
b -
= H 7 uww s r«:i& )E . ey ] !
o) N g L) i : g 5 ‘\N. -/ o (L ﬁ.. u«”hc./ ] ..
4l o A
" P ket R on [ afecs (e Wy it R
ey} e S ~y 2 9
s !.3 .Wo .—4\.*-& b5 T 2 £ o sr..e t:.t.:c“o iy, Y. H. oo g
ik " s o T oY 3 o e o .~: i A 4 YE._T. N\ k h
U, ::n « h / A s oo - g \
9 | ety - ), 0y f 2y A o 53 7
{ _ﬁnt..\sw - LN 2 Exh;. 4 .—.ﬁ /3 = e e v gh i b ...a i
wso. 19 i oo a4 I oo !&N—i ..:.. "W F..ﬂ: ; ( = 5 3 X 8 o £ A Jf & ~ P -
gy % %% 5 il N St i 10207 =
PP o ..:.x~ YR el 1 5:\\37 P ) Ll iy { S ! " whuen N .9 w 5
H 3 1t} .ﬁ o url \_ . Em!k \ . % s 3 [T e s 2 VO @
..\n\..ih’k:& , N\w ».:.Q-. 0 ) .y.i ,s.w. .. e X P ) : o i ;
o, P W.SSA? g x ..::,.\._ /. ~ prm e T o o, i
v LY B o 4\ Amgsipos; / D U
ey q%n. ! {uid -::W N /X e \ v ..’ﬁ s 5 - s ody dud AL ..Jl
. ey bty N A qu. o o) N 3 -
H g g B 5 Gafquy “saputy m "
P W\ a 8 %ﬂ o \\\ Aﬁ\&.‘. | \;t w\yﬂ.s f.. A S s,
e k: i\ 3 < / oporsi] (4 r g /,.\ Y N 2 e e e ﬁ 2bopp
| .%H. 4 $ A A {7 - /5 e [ oz on = =
HA\L 7 x&, — A N Ny, : Mﬁ | 2 R0
u-vn W , _ /s o~ S L \ h::ﬂ-r Mmr - \». ..-u)s p//
A\ ety | ATAT = I N O WA S e,
F \ s 3 e ok .
4 » oo . \
il o, £ of :.t..yl. _ S O L N
B ; - ol S fs...; \ e, oar “,
W 1) UVE e BN N Ve o
sbosp T w " \\ gy o I8 o b A \ A /W
b “Re AN i <

B § ..\::s-‘t\\



| BT PSR TE Tt B <
‘uoisinigatfay % Alo1siH @207 ArelgiT 21ignd 181S8yd0y ayl Jo Asauno) (&E!ulv Proy Ty posodday
"ge s|ieads|re1ad|ini=MaIn0=xXapujiuaiind®p9zgoy0/ TT T=PI92IN0SaI7932IN0S3
=uo09s¢,/610 gamArelql snidborered;/:sdny “18ui09 Ya| Wonog Je prelsno uoneue|dx3
10 |re1op yum paddold ‘Z#8T ‘[denlo A maN JO 81e1s 8y Jo dejpyiws uinfed uyor

i

proy ose§
R P e ) POy ey

ot e quue)

o OSTOH 1aN0))
. 0% % ] . STTINIOLLSTA S z»,:-—nf< 44:— A.—xv-,—‘
e IMUOL MAN —
i _.::.n NIATVO °T A8
% o ey \\\\\ \\\\\\\ 2 \\\t\\ -
g 5 , afﬂ&!
\?
V% ;
S i 2
: -
g % < .l-—..l’”ﬂ_u.:!
B $ v GNY NATHOOHSE
2= LA - 2 vty &
=
.,vM, % a0 xury
i = |
Sl % : e S . S Xl 4 : g

R .:51?




POPULATION.

The following tabular view will show the increase of
population, from the year 1815, when the first census
was taken, to December, 1826 :

Year. Population.
First census, December, 1815, - 331
Second, - Sept. 1818, - 1,049
Third, (U.S.) August, 1820, - 1,502
Fourth, - Sept. 1822, - 2,700
Fifth, - February, 1825, - 4,274
Sixth, (State,) August, 1825, - 5,273
Seventh, - December, 1826, - 7,669

The population is composed chiefly of emigrants from
New-England, and the other states of the Union, toge-
ther with a considerable number from England, 1reland,
Scotland, and Germany, and a few natives of Canada,
Norway, and Switzerland.

It is a remarkable FacT, that, in a population of near-
ly 8,000, not one adult person is a native of the village !
The oldest person now living in the village, who was
born here, is not yet seventeen years of age !

These inhabitants, almost without exception, are em-
ployed either in professional or productive industry.
The following may be considered as nearly a correct
statement of the

PRINCIPAL OCCUPATIONS.

124 Shoemakers,
20 Hatters,

17 Coachmakers,
67 Blacksmiths,

7 Clergymen,

25 Physicians,

28 Lawyers, 73 Coopers, 14 Gunsmiths,
74 Merchants, | 23 Clothiers, 10 Chairmakers,
89 Clerks, 20 Millers, 95 Masons,

84 Grocers, 21 Millwrights, | 25 Cabinet-mkrs.

33 Butchers,
48 Tailors,
24Wheelwrights,
21 Saddlers,
8 Tallow-chan-
dlers,

304 Carpenters &
Joiners,

23 Tinuers,
29 Tanners,
14 Bakers,

423 Labourers,

5 Combmakers,
20 Painters,

| 16 Inn-keepers,

16 Goldsmiths,
8 Bookbinders,
31 Printers.

Gt 2 LJdzt A Dirdctory Dréthe Village of RochestBochester, NY: Elisha Ely, 1827)-154
https://www.libraryweb.org/rochcitydir/images/1827/1827complete.pdf.
Courtesy of the Rochester Public Library Local Hist@@g@&ealogy Division.



STATISTICXKS.

I.—TRADE AND COMMERCE.

The superfluous preductions of the extensive and fer-
tile valley of the Genesee river, together with that of
the surrounding country east and west, naturally con-
centrate at Rochester, and are exported from thence.
While these exports passed through the port of Gene-
see to the Canada maket, the amount was more accurately
known, than since the opening of the canal; the amount
of tonnage being now more the object of reckoning at
the several places of entry, than a specifick account of
the particular kinds.

From the best data at hand, we have collected the
following account of the exports by the canal, in the
vears 1823 and 1826. A few of the leading articles
only are here presented.

Articles, 1823. 1826.
I'lour, barrels, 64,114 202,000
Wheat, bushels, 20,590
Pork, barrels, 1,250 7,000
Beef, do. 528 750
Poi and pearl ashes, do. 9,500
Whiskey, gallons, 52,903 135,000

Ol GdAadtaolay ¢ MDiR&ontfof tRe Villagy of BAdieSer ¢
(Rochester, NY: Elisha Ely, 1827), 115.

https://www.libraryweb.org/rochcitydir/images/1827/1827complete.pdf.

Courtesy of the Rochester Public Library Local History & Genealogy Division.
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V.—~TRAVELLING.

The facilities for travelling to and from Rochester, in
almost every direction, have so much increased within
a few years, and are a matter of so much importance, as
to deserve a distinct enumeration.

The chief routesare, to the ports on lake Ontario, and
the rivers Niagara and St. Lawrence, by steam-boats and
schooners that ply upon the lake, and come into the
port of Genesee ;—directly east and west to Albany and
Buffalo, with all the intermediate places, by the Erie
canal ;—to Albany by the great western state road ;—
and to Lewiston by the famous ridge road.

In addition to the travelling occasioned by the exten-
sive export and import trade of this particular region,
Rochester proves a thoroughfare for the trade of a large
portion of Ohio, Indiana, the Michigan territory, and
Upper Canada ; and for the crowds of travellers from al-
most every country,who annually visit the falls of Niagara.

2. By the Canal.—The packetboats daily arrive atand
depart from Rochester, both east and west, during the sea-
son of navigation, and afford excellent and comfort-
able accommodations. During the whole of the sum-
mer months, or from the first of May to November,
the traveller is sure to meet, in these boats, a large
company of the most respectable of both sexes; while
the easy ‘wotion, and rapid progress of the boat, with
the opportunity of alternate reading and conversation,
beguile the tediousness of a long journey. These
boats run night and day, and accomplish about 80
miles in twenty-four hours. The fare, including all ex-
penses, is generally about four cents a mile. The pack-
ct boat company have at present 12 boats, and 130 horses.

The following list of distances on the canal, is believ-
ed to be correct, and may not be unappropriate in this

G ¢ NI @ QADirektgfyFd the

Village of Rocheste

(Rochester, NY: Elisha Ely, 1827)-3@9
https://www.libraryweb.org/rochcitydir/

images/1827/1827complete.pdf

Courtesy of the Rochester Public Libre

Local History & Genealogy Divisio

) EASTWARD.
place’ viZi— t"rom Rochester to miles. | From Rochester to miles.
Pittsford, 10 Chitteningo, 116
Palmyra, 29 New-Boston, 120
N k 38 Canistota 124
N EETGLA D L;:)vl;lsr ’ 44 Rome, 145
From Rochester to miles. |From Rochester to miles. ’ I o

Clyde, 53 Utica, 160
o i Lockport, 64 Montezuma, 64 Herkimer, 174
Hol!ey : 25 | Pendleton, 71 Port Byron, 70 Little Falls, 187
Albion, 35 Tonewanda, 83 Weed’s Port, 73 Canajoharie, 202
Kgowlsvdle, 40 Black Rock, 91 Jordan, 79 Amsterdam, 225
Middleport, 92 Buffalo, - 94 Canton, 85 Schenectady, 240
Syracuse, 99 Troy, 262
Orville, 105 Albany, 269

Manlius, 108

12



ADVERTISEMENTS.
e ...

C. DUNNING & CO.

Wholesale and rctail dealers in French.
English and India

SULIK ©GO0D,
(No. 12 Carroll-street,)

where will always be found a large assortiment of the
most fashionable

FANCY DRY GOODS,

of every description. Having a partner residing in the
city, they will always be able to keep their establishment
supplied with the latest and most fashionable SILK
G OODS that are received in the New-York market :
and they hope to render it worthy the patronage the)
have heretofore received from their friends aud the
publick in general.

March 1, 1827.

@ ROSNI A aSYSy i a YADirebtorg fdeyhy Willige ofsRochedtdr > ¢
(Rochester, N\Elisha Ely, 1827)423.

https://www.libraryweb.org/rochcitydir/images/1827/1827complete.pdf.

Courtesy of the Rochester Public Library Local History & Genealogy Division.
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STORAGE,
Forwarding and Commission Business.

CANAL TRANSPORTATION.

FOR FREIGHT AND PASSENGERS.

—-on»-ee B24 o
‘I'nne subscriber, as agent for the above extensive Line of

Canal Boats,

is prepared to receive PROPERTY and forward the same
to Albany or New-York. He will alse contract to re-
ceive MERCHANDISE in Albany or New-York, and for-
ward the same to any part of the western country, or
the Canadas.

3" Office at the stone Warehouse, near the Episcopal Church.

RUFUS MEECH.

Rochester, March, 1827,

GAdvertisement{ 0 2 NI 3S> C2NB I NRAY 3 ADiéetory Briheg Yikage/oZRgchestdl
(Rochester, NY: Elisha Ely, 18248.1
https://www.libraryweb.org/rochcitydir/images/1827/1827complete.pdf.

Courtesy of the Rochester Public Library Local History & Genealogy Division.

14



GENERAL MAIL AND PILOT

¢3! g, ()
'f l L 1K ¥ P

COACEI-ORRITCH,
CORNER OF BUFFALO AND CABROLL-ST. DIRECTLY OPI'o-
SITE THE EAGLE TAVERN.

WO Coaches leave this office every day fogfoanan-
daigua, Geneva, Auburn, Utica and Albany.
One, every morning for Lockport, Lewiston, Néagara
Falls, and Youngstown. .
One, every morning for Avon, Geneseo, Dansville.
Hornellsville, Bath, and Olean Point.
One, for Palmyra, Lyons, Montezuma, Syracuse, Man-
lius, Cazenovia, Cherry Valley and Albany, every Tues-

day, Thursday and Saturday.
One, for Batavia and Buffalo, every Tuesday, Thurs-

lay and Saturday, through in one day.
e d : 0. ADAMS & CO.

Rochester, March, 1827,

GAdvertisementD Sy SNJ t  a | ADirectosy for the ViflageloERochester
(Rochester, NY: Elisha Ely, 1823}, 1
https://www.libraryweb.org/rochcitydir/images/1827/1827complete.pdf.
Courtesy of the Rochester Public Library Local History & Genealogy Division.
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Paeket 0A'l‘ W Ill leave Schenectady F
, for Utica, -hester and Buflalo, at

s H-(f pul 10 g'clock JA. JL., and ‘
,.’..Hay nast 6 o’clock . . |
SENGERS for the PACKE Tp ‘will leave Albany
M‘MOAR&MQA M. and 5 P: ML :
'l‘_he.o are the only Cars that Tan to the Packets., |
this archingement there is no delay, as the Packets wil
Bohencotady lmmdwt( ly after the arrival of the.Cars.

Broadsuda, Sign for 1834 packebat trip, 1834.
https://catalogplus.libraryweb.org/?section=resourcefgsourceid=111592786
4&currentindex=8&view=fullDetailsDetailsTab
Gourtesy of the Rochester Public Library Local History & Genealogy Divis
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The following view shows the increase of population from 1815
when the first census was taken, to 1834.

Year.
1815
1819
1820
1882

POPULATION.
Population. Year.  Population.
331 1825 (Feb.) 1274
1049 1825 (Aug.) 5273
1502 1826 7669
2700 1830 10863
1834 12252

Gt 2 LJdzt ChéarterzagdDiectory of the City of Rochester

(Rochester, NY: C. & M. Morse, 1834), 5.

https://www.libraryweb.org/rochcitydir/images/1834/1834complete.pdf.
Courtesy of the Rochester Public Library Local History & Genealogy Division
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Gwl At Dai bémacEaéRochester, NYYan. 4, 1837.
Courtesy of theRochester Public Library Local History & Genealogy Division.
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