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OFFICE OF HONORARY PRESIDENT. ROCHESTER, N. Y.,

May 21, 1901,

To the President, O0fficers and lemhers of the

National Conference of Political and Social Reforn,
in session at Detroitl, Mich., June 28-July 4, 1901,
My Dear FPriends: =-—

As chairman of the committee apnointed by the National-Anerican Wonman
suf'frage Association to address letiers to all of the large convenitlons
held during this first yvear of the tweniieth century, ailow me to hring
before vou the mamd great need for the recognition of the women of our
nation in all of the rights, privileges and immmnities of United States
citizens.

The powerlessness of reformners in beds govermnmental and socilal af-
fairs is Trequently comuented upon hy &= »nress and publio. Permlt me
to ¢all vour attention fto the cause of this faet, Kearly everv money-—
maXing enterprise, large or small, is conducied by men, The grealt husi-
ness monovolies —- railroad, amaXy oil, ooal, sugar, liquor, tobacco,
ete,, —— all have their agentis and atlornevs at Washington and ai avery
state capnital to secure laws in their favor and 1o orevent the passage of
any which would be ininmical to their interesis, In addition fo the
capitalistis the vasi najorityv of itheir emploves, being men, are volers,

80 that these corporations can put into one of the pelitical scales the

welght o both nonevy and bhallois, On the other hand, the churches, the
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oha:ities, the reiorns, though generally offieered by men, ocount, but a
small mAjaxiix minoriiy of voiers among their nmembership, however large
that may he, It is, therefore, bul a very simple problem in mathematlcs
to show that if vou put ihe great naterial interests into ones scale with
votes, and the great noral and reform interests into the other vractically
without voiles, the latier mist Kick fthe heanm. The renresentatives in
any legislative body have no choice - they must complvy with the demands
off those who gave and can take away their nositions.

It is generally adnltied that we stand at a moral deadlock, While
it is possible 1o secure some enacinents in the interest of reform, such
laws are virtually dead letfers on the statule-hooks of everv State in tﬁe
Unién. <« This is 80 not hegause manv men do not tr»v to have good laws
enforced, hui bhecause there are not enough such men to make a halance of
power sufificliently strong 1o re—eleo%ﬁfficers who have faithfully Adis-
charged thelr duties, 8ince all classes of men are now voiters, there is
no nossible way of obftaining this needed balance of vower excent, by the
enfranchisenent of women, who already compose the majority of members in
every reform assocliation,

Until the greatest and most needed of all reforms -- the nlacing of

the hallot in the hands of women -- is accomplished, all others must be

hindered for lack of the held which c¢an he given them only through grant-

ing to women full nolitical and social equality.
will vou not have introduced into wvour meeting, discussed and adopt-~
ed, a regolution in favor of woman suffrage, and also have yvour ofiicers,

on bhehalf of the Conference, sign a netition to Congress asking for the
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submission of a Sixteenth Amendment to the Tederal Gonstitution, prohibi-
ting the disfranchisenent of United States oitizens on account of sex?
Enolosed is a fora of netition. Please nmake two covies of it on

your own official vpaper, if xigmaa adopted, and weturn both to me Rmx

when signed for yresentation to congress, Kindly send me also a copy

of the suffrage resolution, should one he vassed. In any case, I shall
esteam it a Pavor 1o be informed of whatever action is taken unon ihese
requests,
Hoping that your conference will throw the weight of its influence
on the side of justice and equality for women, I am,
Very sincerely vours,

.8Susan B, Anthony..
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