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June 7 , 1900 . 

To the Pr~sident, Of':fic~rs and Delegates o,. the 

Evartgelical Lutheran Augt.lF>tana Rynorl of' }~orth AJ"1f?rioa , 

in ReAnion at Burlington, Ia ., June 15- 22 . 

Uy Dear Frienris : 

As ohairrnan of' the ool!l!ni ttee av;>ointed by our National- A.-r-mrican 

wonan Suf'-c'rage Association to arlrtresB lette:rA to aD. of' the la:ree oonven-

tiona held during this 1 ast year o:r the ninete'"',nth century , allow me t o 

br ine bef'ore you the great ner-:d f'o-r the r8oognition of the women of' our 

nation in all of' the rights, p-rivileges and ira: l'lmi ties of Uni ten states 

citizens . 

T"le utter :!)owerlessneas of the religious • or ld in govern."!lental a.f'-

fairs i~ f'raquently co. ~tented upon hy hoth the church ani tile seoular 

press . Pormi t me to call your at tent ion to the cause o:F this fact •• Near-

l y every money- making enterlJ::t•ise , large or f;T1Rll , iA own4d a11d oonduoted 

by uen . The erent nono:polies -- railroad , oil, coal , f)Uga.rt liquor , 

tobacco t etc . -- have their agents and attorneys at Washineton and at 

every stat~ capital not only to RP-on.re laws in thelr f'avor , 'but to prevent 

the r>ar-1, gA of a...'1y hich muld be inimical to · t 1etr inte:reRts . 

tion to the oa!>i talistr; themsel veA the vast rnajori ty oi" their em:vloyes , 

being men , a.r, ·.roterf3 , so that thene oor:)orations crtn !.mt into one of' the 

political scales the 1t1eie;ht of' both money and l)allota . On the other 

hand , the ohurcheR , the charitie:-:; , t h ~ , chools, the reforms , though 
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genf·~rally nf' : ioerod by men , oount. but a very m-nall minority o· voterR in 

their mer:lbe_ ship, howBve:r large that :nay be . It is theref'o:t"e but a very 

sirn11le ~rroblet:t in mathfJJ'\18.tioR to sho\-'1' that if you )ut lall tl!e ereat mate

rial int·~;-eHtA into one fJOale .rit h voteA , and all t ll.e c:.,-rr;~t ncn~ :::~l and 

3_1ritual int0~~qts ~~to t he o the~ ~rnotical~y 1ithout votes , the latter 

books of wrery f1tnt·~ in the IJn ion . 

of _:;,o·~;Br exce!'t ~)y thP. ,rJ~ranchi80.10.Y't o:f' · rnnE?n, 1.!!fho alr·~n~. y f'u J?r:; t~1 e vast 

~na j , .:r.i ty of :·r:.e.'lher~ i n c·ve""Y edan:; · :1.ona1 , ref' or:·: O"" 1:'G1.ir;ir:;un nR":O cintion . 

But it Rn:rel:r t8 not necesRe.:t:>y r·or ::~~? ·~o r·..rp;-u.e thi.s :0o i nt r.ri.t!. t110AP; ·v110Re 

life- w')r}\. it ir; ~o stndv ho'.v to "rJ At tor t·'·v·; conrt"~ +,ions crf' "'; 1- "l .,.,.,~::rld . 

~inRion of a 8ixtaenth A ~en~~Ant tc t~~ Fe~ere l C o~Rttt· tion , Drohibitine 

the disfr a.hchisement of' United. stateB oitizenR on ac0onnt of Rex? 

Enoloaerl. is a forT:! of petitmon . Pl ease make two COIJieA o:f it on 
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yoUT o n ot .'':'ioial r)a~1er , t:f BdO.:.)to:>d , and r ., t 1 rn t>ot :1 to rne when Rign~t4. :ror 

prP,Bent t ion to ·iongr~sB . Kindly r;end n.e a:t so a CODY of' the suf':f:rage 

:rer:oJ.ut ion , fJ11·1uld. one he :;ammd. In any c~we , I shalJ. esteem i t a f'avor 

to Of} inf'o!"!J~d o:f. ;Latcver action is tak€Fi uvon t ~~ae r~ques t s . 

Hord.ng t hat t h o oht l!'<' h e-.J rer>resentecl in y01u· Rynorl wiD. t :1row the 

weieht o. t .1e:Lr inf'l 2.onoe on t he Wid ... of j' '!. Rti (~e ar d eqnal ·i ty :f'or oraen , 

I am, 

V~ry sincerely yours , 
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