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June 7, 1900,
To the President, 0fficers and Delegates of the
Evangelical Lutheran Augustana Synod of North America,
in session at Burlington, Ia., June 15-22.
My Dear FPriends: -—--

As chairman of the oémmittee aprointed by our National-American
Woman Suffrage Association to address letters to all of the large conven-
tions held during this last vear of the nineteenth century, allow me to
bring before you the great need for the recognition of the women of our

nation in all of the rights, privileges and immunities of United States

citizens,

The utter powerlessness of the religlous world in governmental af-
fairs is frequentily commented upon by both the chureh and the secular
press, Permit me to call your attention to the cause of this fact. Near-
ly every money-making enterprise, large or small, is owndd and conducted
by men. The great nonopolies -~ railroad, oil, coal, sugar, liquor,
tobacco, ete., -- have their sgents and attorneys at Washington and at
every State capital not only.to secure laws in their favor, but to prevent
the passage of any which would bhe inimical to their interests, In addi-
tion to the capitalists themselves the vast majority of their employves,
being men, are voters, so that these corporations san put into one of the
political scales the weight of both money and ballotis. On the other
hand, the churches, the charities, the schools, the reforms, though
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generally officered by men, count but a very small minority of voters in
their membership, however large that may bhe, It is therefore but a very
simple »roblem in mathematies to show that if you »put lall the great mate-
rial interests into one scale with votes, and all the great moral and
3piritual interasts into the other practically without votes, the latter
mast kick the hean. The representatives in any legislative body have no
alternative -- they mist comply with the denands of those who gave and can
take away their positions.

It 1s gonerally admltted that we stand at a2 mornl deadlock, While
it is possible %o secure some enscinents for the suprression of Arunken-
riegs ad lmaorality, such laws are virtually dead letters on the statutoe-
books of every State in the Union, This is s0 not hecause humana
not try %o have good laws enforced, hut hecause there aré not enough such
men tH make a halance of nower suffisiently strong to me-elact officers
who have faithfully discharged their duties, Since all classes of nen

are now voters, there is no possible way of obtaining this needed halance

of power except hy the enfranchisenent of women, who already form the vast

majority of members in every educational, r»eforn or religicus asscsiation.
But it surely 1s not necessary for me Lo orgue this point with those whose
life-work it is ftc study how to hetter the conditions of the world.

¥ill you not have introduced inte your meeting, discussed and adopted,
a resolution in favor of woman suffrage, and also have your officers, on
behalf of the Synod, sign a petition to Congress asking for the the sub-
mission of a Sixteenth Amendment to the Pedersl Constitution, prohibiting
the disfrahchisement of United States citizens on account of sex?

Enclosed is a form of petithon. Please make two copies of it on
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your own official paper, if adovted, and return both to me when signed for
presentation to congress, Kindly send me also a copy of ihe suff'rage
resolution, should one he passed. In any case, I shall esteem it a favor
to be informed of whatever action is taken upon these requests,

Hoping that the'churohes represented in your Synod will throw the
weigqt of their influence on the side of Justice and equality for womnen,

I anm,

Very sincerely yours,
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