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WIDE RANG& OF CIVIL DEFENSE ACTIVITIES is dramatized by this array of Insignia designating representative units. 
' 

Where A re ·we Going 
With. Civil Defense? 

More than 1,000 C~il 
Defeuse directors from 
across the nation, meeting 
here thJI. weet, will be giv-
en an opportunity to ±b. 
serve an aggressive, rap d-
ly growing CD organizati n 
which is considered one of 
the country's finest. 

· The directors are arriv
ing today for the week-long 
12th annual Conference of 
the U.S. Civil Defense 
Council which opens tomor
row in the Community War 
Memorial. 

Monroe' County Civil 
Defense Director Robert 
N. Abbott will be general 
chairman of tbe confer
ence, which will bring to 
Rochester defense ex
perts frdm Washington, 
all of the 50 states and 
most of the nation's 
larger cities. 

* * * 
ABBOTT YESTERDAY 

took time !rom his duties 
as host to summarize the 
current status of CD locally 
and nationally and to take 
a look at his program's fu
ture 'goals: 

Th~ 47-year-old director 
heads a 22-member staff 
here which operates ·on a 
$217,000 annual budget aq
thorized by the Board of 
Supervisors. 

He pointed out that in 
the nine years since he has 
served as director of the 
consolidated city·county of· 
!ice, CD has grown from 
an infant with an idealistic 
goal and little else, to a 
mature, coordinated, na
tion·wide entity which 1s 
daily implementing its goals 
by concrete action. 

Civil Defense, he added, 
grew up oniy during the 
past two years. 

Under provisions of the 
Federal Civil Defense Act 
of 1950, responsibility for 
the program was to be ex· 
ercised jointly by federal 
and state governments. 

W i t h o n t centralized 
guidarce the growing up 
process came slowly. 

* * * 
THEN in 1961, CD carne 

of age. 

First, responsibility for 
its operation was trans· 
ferred to the Defense De-

\. . 
By PAT ZISKA, Dm~ot and Chronicle Staff ReP¥~! 

:pamBent by a pre~ 
order of July 20, 1961. 'rbe 
P' )gram is now supervised 
I y Steuart ·L. Pittman, a• 
sistant secretary of Defense 
for Civil Defense. 

Pittman will a r r i v e 
Thursday and address the 
conference at 2 p.m. . 

· In December. 1961 the 
Defense Department an
nounced a long.range na· 
tional fallout shelter pro
gram geared to establish
ing 235,000,000 shelter 
spaces. 

The national figure fol
lows for daytime and night
time po~mlation concentra
tion and for projected popu
lation growth. 

* * * 
THE FIRST TOOL given to 

CD to achieve this goal 
was an author•zation for a 
nationwide survey to locate 
existing buildings t h a t 
could serve as public shel· 
ters. 

"Two years ago when the 
Berlin crisis.,occurred, Mon
roe Count~ had no public 

lbelters," Abbott said, "and 
even one year ago when the 
Cuban crisis flared we only 
had shelters people h a d 
built in their homes." 

Within the past year the 
local picture h a s bright
ened, · he added. 

Once the local survey was 
finished, Abbott's staff be
gan canvassing owners of 
large buildings a n d con
vincing them of the need 

' for permitting CD to set up 
shelter spaces. 

So far, 392 building own
ers in the county have 
agreed to let Abbott's staff 
set u p a n d supply the 
space~. 

The organization f i r s t 
puts up a sign on the build· 
i n g showing that shelter 
areas are available inside. 

Then t h e staff begins 
moving in a two·week sup· 
ply of food and water for 
each space. 

Cost of the f o o d and 
water supplies per space is 
less than $3, Abbott said. 

CD experts figure 10 
square feet of space is 

needed for eath penon 
and 1 twe-week supply of 
food ud water takes up 
1.5 eabfe feet per penon; 

* * * 
SUPPLIES a r e trucked 

here from Seneca Ord· 
nance .Depot in Romulus 
and placed in the buildings 
by five laborers employed 
by Abbott. 

Since stocking began last 
March, 115,000 spaces in 
190 buildings have be en 
provided. 

Abbott is hopeful t h e 
stocking will continue at 
the rate of 20,000 spaces 
per month. 

His staff is continuing to 
contact building owners. 

Abbott figures there , 
are a b o u t 500 usable 
buildings in the county 
with a capacity of 451,000 
spaces. 

\Four of the seven state
approved shelters built in 
schools around the state 
are in Monroe County. 

They are Saint Pius 
School with a capacity of 

478 students; Harley School 
with a capacity of 305 stu
dents; Pittsford J u n i o r 
High School with a capacity 
of 865 students and Crane 
Elementary School in the 
Rush-Henrietta School Dis
trict with a capacity of 800 
students. 

* * ~ 
ABBOTT SAYS his staff 
intends to continue its in· 
tensive education program. 

Tile local CD office at 61 
Main St. E. has more than 
40 films available for use 
by civic groups. 

About 600 persons per 
year are trained to aid doc· 
tors in time of emergency. 

They are selected from 
a~ong the thousands who 
take basic first aid courses. 

Courses are also con
ducted for reg i s t ere d 
nurses in disaster nursin&. 

Auxiliary police (now 
about 2,500 strong in the 
county) are trained in a 
special 80-bour course con
ducted at the Rochester 
PoU~·Fire Training Acad
emy. 

Monroe County is train
ing CD men for the new 
field of radiological de-
fense. • 

Volunteers are taught 
how to monitor radioactive 
fallout with geiger coun· 
ters. 

There are now 72 sta· 
tions in the county equip· 
ped for such detection. 
The stations are spotted in 
town halls, hospitals, and 
~olic~ and fire stations. 

* * * 
flUT WITH ALL THIS, 

Abbot feels his most im: 
portant job is to , el:lucate 
the general public. 

~ ' 
"We want to give people 

• 
I 

J 

the facts about the dangers 
of fallout with the realis· 
tic approach that there is 
something we can do to 
counteract its affects. We 
have to offset this 'On the 
Beach' fatalism." 

To Abbott, civil defense 
means common sense. 

"This is the message," he 
11y1, "that we have to 1et 
1er011 to the publle." 

ROBERT N. ABBOTT, Monroe County director of Civll Defense 

Survive for ·what? 
~. 

' By ROBERT N. ABBOTT 
Monroe County director of Civil Defense 

Speaking before the United Nations 
General Assembly on Sept. 25, 1961, Presi• 
dent •Kennedy said: "Every man, woman 
and child lives under a nuclear sword of 
Damocles, hanging by the slenderest of 
threads, capable of being cut at any mo· 
ment by accident, miscalculation or mad
ness." 

The American people are traditionally 
devoted to peace and they are disinclined 
to think of the unpleasant possibility of 
nuclear war. This attitude .has made it diffi
cult over a period of years to promote a 
strong non-military defense program in the 
United States. 

However, the Berlin and Cuban crises 
caused many Americans to take a closer 
look at the state of their individual pre
paredness program. Finding themselves 
extremely vulnerable in most instances 
they raised a hue and cry as to "What is , 
our government doing to protect us?" 

Elected and appointed government 
officials, also overnight, developed a 
new interest in Civil Defense and 
learned, to their dismay, in. many in
stances that the publle would hold them 
responsible for their safety in. the event 
of an emergency. 

* * * 
THE CUBAN SITUATION clearly demon· 

strated that Civil Defense must main
tain a state of constant alertness and readi
ness with its initial striking units poised 
and ready to respond on a moment's no
tice. The accepted concept of disaster plan
ning in Monroe County nas been based on 
the theory that "when disaster strikes the 
disaster forces of the community strike 
back." As Civil Defense is best described 
as "Government in Time of Emergency" 
and as the word government comes from a 
Greek word meaning "to steer" it sud· 
denly became evident to governors, 
mayors, supervisors, councilmen and 
others that they should charter a course 
consi~tent with the complex problems of 
our timea. 

As a result, an accelerated Civil De· 
fense program was born at all levels of 
government. 

* '* * JT IS GENERALLY CONCEDED that com· 
munities, large and small, must be pre

pared initially to respond in an emergency 
with trained fire, police, .medical, rescue, 
radiological, wardens and,communications 
personnel who will assume responsibilities 
directed toward immediate survival. This 
is the glamorous side of Civil Defense and 
the picture that has cartied through from 
World War II of rescue arid. relief opera
tions. 

A new and much less glamorous phase 
of C_ivil Defepse is today obtaining em
phasJs at all echelons of government. Many 
persons have be~n heara to ask, "Survive 
for what?'' This question points out 
vividly the need for "emergency prepared
ness" a heretofore little discussed subject. 

Today "emergency planning" is an area 
involving highly spec{alized people both in 
and out of goverment who are developing 
plans for the resource management of food 
fuel, transportation and power as well a~ 
provisions for the "continuity of govern
ment," including established lines of suc· 
cession and preservation and protection of 
records: ,. 

* * * 
THE IMAGE OF CIVIL DEFENSE has 

changed in the past two years. 
It now centers around "shelters" with 

?Ur homes, schools, churches, public build· 
mgs and places of employment prepared 
as havens for a period of possibly two 

· weeks during which fallout would decay. 
Slowly but surely the nation would begin 
to recover. 

There is no simple singJe answer to the 
problem of survival in the nuclear age. A 
balanced program of civil defense and 
emergency is gradually emerging and en
couragingly being accepted by the major-
ity of the population. 1 




